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“We Build Healthy Soil”
May 15, 2008

Chairman Roy Wilson, 

Board of Supervisors 

Riverside County
4080 Lemon Street, 5th floor
Riverside, CA 92501
Re: 
F11 – Introduction of County Ordinance 779.9, Relating to County Solid Waste Facilities and Establishing Fees 
Dear Mr. Wilson,
The Association of Compost Producers (ACP) appreciates the opportunity to lend its support on County Ordinance 779.9, Relating to County Solid Waste Facilities and Establishing Fees for organic material used as alternative daily cover (ADC).  ACP is a unique association of public and private organics generators, composters and marketers, dedicated to making a tangible commitment to expand healthy soil markets with compost.  Representative ACP members include some of the largest organics managers and compost marketers, as well as new smaller compost production and marketing companies in California.

ACP supports the proposed County Ordinance 779.9 for passage in Riverside County.  Because the members of ACP believe that this proposed ordinance will have a positive effect on both soils, air quality and the local economy.  The Ordinance should at once help reserve landfill space for hard to recycle materials as well as make more organic material available for compost production and use locally.  Using recycled green material for compost and mulch returns organic material to the soil were it supports both landscape water use efficiency as well as enhances agriculture productivity.  Compost is also proving very effective in stormwater and erosion control management, because it enhances the implementation of low impact development (LID).  However, allowing organics to continue to go into landfills both decreases valuable landfill space, starves local soils of much needed organic matter and contributes to green house gas production from the methane produced from anaerobic breakdown in the landfill cell, prior to landfill gas capture.

In general, ACP members do not support an outright “ban” on the use of organic material being used as ADC.  Since this could have a negative effect of flooding the market with some substandard material.  However, a land fill charge will help to level the financial playing field for the economic production, marketing and distribution of finished compost, by helping composters to not have to compete against artificially low landfill tipping fees.  We believe that this ordinance will:
· Make the organic materials less desirable for default end uses like ADC while helping to encourage collection system operators to find creative ways to clean up the products to allow more use alternatives. 
· Establish a reasonable, not market shocking, “Tipping Fee” as good incentive to use the materials elsewhere.  
· Likely not adversely affect the independent composters while diverting more material to small, locally distributed yards and away from the central MRFs, while raising local awareness of the value of returning organic matter to local soils rather than landfills.
· Offer a reasonable timeline that allows for the cities and the waste industry to adjust their costs and fees to accommodate this change in practices.  

While we are generally supportive of this proposed Ordinance, we also realized that this will not complete the organics recycling job in our region.  There are still some issues that will need to be addressed moving forward,  For example:

· County Staff should provide tipping fee information at all facilities in both Riverside and San Bernardino counties to the Local Solid Waste Task Force so that more rational and timely policy and market information can be determined on an ongoing basis.  

· This should also include tonnage information on the volumes of both processed and unprocessed green waste going to the landfills to enhance local organics market intelligence ongoing.
So in summary, we encourage the Board of Supervisors of Riverside County to unanimously pass this proposed ordinance and we look forward to the positive effects it should create in building more economically viable local feed stocks for local compost operations.

Sincerely,
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Dan Noble

Executive Director

Association of Compost Producers
Cc: 

Riverside County Supervisors:
Bob Buster
John Tavaglione
Jeff Stone
Marion Ashley


