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Green Building – Compost Initiatives
Ideas and Action
7/2/09

Based on a Conference Call meeting with the Green Building Compost Committee, including:

Dan Noble, Inquiry International, ACP Executive Director
Scott Deatherage, ACP Founder/past Board member

Kathy Johnson, Kellogg Garden Products, ACP Founder, Current Board Member

Matt Rayl, Serrano Creek Soils, ACP Member

Bob Conway, LACSD, ACP Member

Jeff Gage, Director, Vision Recycling, Inc., Past Board member of WORC (Washington Organics Recycling Council, www.compostwashington.org, and co-founder of Soils for Salmon program, www.soilsforsalmon.org),  
Brian Stalker, CIWMB, Sustainability Program, Statewide Technical and Analytical Resources Division, Research & Applied Technology Branch, Organic Materials and Green Building Section

Purpose: 

· Make compost a permanent fixture of the Green Building movement in California

· Implement compost to fulfill local Landscape Water Efficient Ordinances (already written into the State Model Ordinance).

· Determine if we can mimic the Washington State county ordinances to build healthy soil as part of a comprehensive “sustainable landscape program.” 

Some Tactical Steps & Accountabilities:

1. Join local US Green Building Council (USGBC) Chapters (Dan Noble is a member of the USGBC- San Diego Chapter, www.usgbc-sd.org.

· Gain experience for using compost for LEED credits(see Filtrexx Doc, attached)

· Assure that compost is being used to gain LEED credits 
· Publish and market an ACP Manual that includes how to use compost to get LEED Credits

2. Make sure compost is explicitly written into each local, Water efficient model ordinance in your county and city.  (see http://www.owue.water.ca.gov/landscape/ord/updatedOrd.cfm)
· Publish and market an ACP Manual that includes how to use compost to comply with local ordinances
3. Outline the steps to get a strong soil ordinance going in California Counties (using input from people involved in the Washington State experience, esp. Jeff Gage; see www.soilsforsalmon.org and www.buildingsoil.org). 
· Build off the Washington State experience, publish and market an ACP initiative to include new “soils ordinance” that includes how to use compost to comply with local ordinances
· Link soil amendment ordinance to a “sustainable landscape” approach
Questions and Answers:
1. Q: Are we too late relative to the “Landscape Water Efficient model ordinance”? (Kathy Johnson).  
A: (Dan Noble) Both yes and no.  Yes, since the State Level Model Ordinance is already written.  However, it does include a soil management plan provision as well as soil testing and soil amendments.  Local ordinances are currently being written, along with their respective “handbooks” which is the “how too” to the ordinance “what needs to be done”.  Composting can, and should be written into these handbooks… this is an immediate job for ACP members (as stated in tactical step #2, above).  See two examples of this type of handbook in ACP’s Document Library, at www.healthysoil.org.  One from one of ACP’s member, IEUA, Ordinance Guide IEUA 0109.pdf, and the other one is a draft under “public review” by the County of San Diego, PR Landscape Design Manual.pdf.
2. Q: What’s the difference between landscape water use efficiency, low impact development, Green Building LEED Certification and “sustainable landscaping” methods?  (multiple questioners).  
A: (Dan Noble) Water use efficiency is simply, or solely about using less water on gardens, addition of compost on most existing gardens has been shown to reduce water need by up to 50%, doing nothing else except cutting back watering.  Low Impact Development is a separate initiative (that is linked with Green Building) but talks about how to create built landscape environments that enhance, rather than degrade, the entire watershed.  There are a number of good publications on this (www.lowimpactdevelopment.org).  One of the best ones for compost is published by Filtrexx (www.filtrexx.com).  Sustainable landscaping includes but transcends these other two approaches, it includes energy impacts from construction and, especially, maintenance of the landscape, as well as impacts (positive and negative) to local native species diversity and natural habitats.  Some private companies that are already engaged in these practices, and actively selling them include:  www.owendell.com, www.growinggreenerlandscapes.com.
3. Q:  How long did it take to get the Washington ordinances going?

A: (Jeff Gage)  We started around 2000, and it’s now being implemented in 17 counties surrounding the Puget Sound.  It started in Redmond in Snohomish County (www1.co.snohomish.wa.us), and then went to the State Waste Board, and it really helped to have WashDOT already using compost and as an ally in the program.  WE have learned a lot, and much of it can be found on the two websites, www.soilsforsalmon.org and www.buildingsoil.org.  Our goal should be how fast we can adapt them to California. 
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